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There is always an appreciable warlike animus present in
these modern nations $ necessarily so, since their govern-
mental establishments are necessarily of a coercive character
and their ruling classes are animated with dynastic ambi-
tions. In this matter the republican states uncritically imi-
tate the dynastic ones so effectually as to make no grave
exception from the rule. The historical tradition and prece-
dents run that way. So that the ferment is always at hand.
But in the absence of special provocation the commonplace'
body of the population, being occupied with other interests
and having no natural bent for fighting in order to fight,
will by easy neglect drift into peaceable habits of thought,
and so come habitually to think of human relations, even
of international relations, in terms of peace, if not of amity.
Temperamentally erratic individuals, however, and such
as are schooled by special class traditions or predisposed by
special class interest, will readily see the merits of warlike
enterprise and keep alive the tradition of national animosity.
Patriotism, piracy and prerogative converge to a common
issue. Where it happens that an individual gifted with an
extravagant congenital bias of this character is at the same
time exposed to circumstances favoring the development of
a truculent megalomania and is placed in such a position of
irresponsible authority and authentic prerogative as will
lend countenance to his idiosyncrasies, his bent may easily
gather vogue, become fashionable, and with due persistence
and shrewd management come so ubiquitously into habitual
acceptance as in effect to throw the population at large into
an enthusiastically bellicose frame of mind. Such is particu-
larly apt to be the consequence in case of a people whose